MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
Thursday March 8th 2012

Held at Chute Village Hall

Present:


Cllr Quirk


Cllr Haines

Cllr Caddick


Cllr Withers

Cllr Harker


Cllr Taylor

Cllr Sykes


Mrs C Wall Clerk

Members of the Public Present:


Mr C Stock

Mr Stock read a prayer prior to the commencement of the meeting

    1.
TO RECORD ANY APOLOGIES.  
Members are reminded that, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, they must declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests and leave the meeting if appropriate. 

2. TO RECEIVE ANY MEMBER'S DECLARATION OF INTEREST AS REGARDS ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA. 

Cllr Sykes  - 6.1 E/2012/0169/FUL Single storey extension to the ancillary accommodation The Chantry 

Upper Chute. Neighbouring property

3. TO APPROVE AND SIGN, AS A CORRECT RECORD, THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9TH 2012
Proposed by Cllr Sykes and Seconded by Cllr Taylor

The meeting was adjourned at 7.35pm to allow Cllr Howard to present his report from Wiltshire Council as follows:


Great Western Ambulance Service

A meeting was held with GWAS February 27th to discuss the late response times in the Chutes and Ludgershall area, which is currently only achieving a response time target of 27% in Ludgershall.

 It is one of the functions of the Area Board to hold public services to account and challenge their performance when necessary. The next Meeting of the Tidworth Area Board is on Monday 19th March, and representatives of the Great Western Ambulance Service will be there to give further information about what happened in those cases, and what action they have taken to avoid a repetition of such incidents.

An inquest into the Ludgershall incident is still awaited, but reasons given for the delay were that the roads were salted, froze and salted again after a spate of incidents and accidents. GWAS have a system of prioritising calls, and have acknowledged that the system is flawed. With regard to the Chute Causeway accident, they blamed the delay on a mix up to the location. There is very clearly a lack of cross border communication.
Wiltshire Council’s Budget 2012/13

Council Tax payable to the Council remains unchanged, as does the amount payable to the Police Authority and to Wiltshire Fire and Rescue. This gives a total Band D charge for the year of £1442.58.

The amount of Council Tax payable is being held at last year’s level despite a decrease of £3.2 million in the Formula Grant from central government

The Council’s net expenditure budget for the year is just over £326 million, not including the educational budget which is funded by central government. 

Despite the reduction in government grants, the Council is increasing expenditure on the following services in the coming year:

Care of old and vulnerable people by £9.7 million

Children’s services by £4.9 million

Highway maintenance from £18.3 million to £18.7million. It is fully appreciated that some roads are still in a poor state and that much remains to be done, but the backlog of work is expected to be reduced by a further 10% this year. 

This budget will deliver what is best for Wiltshire, and instead of cutting services as is the case with other neighbouring councils, we are actually increasing expenditure in many areas without an increase in Council Tax. This is being achieved by good management, but it has also been necessary to take some tough decisions and prioritise in order to achieve economies in some areas to deliver 
The meeting re-convened at 7.45pm and Cllr Howard left the meeting

4. TO DISCUSS ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS ON FEBRUARY 9THTH 2012.

4.1 Verges in Upper Chute. - It has been established that this is due to clumsy manoeuvring by the Dust Carts. Clerk to write to Wiltshire Council. 

The Parish Steward is also visiting the Chutes on March 9th to follow up several issues including the verges outside Mr Stock’s house opposite the Church.

4.2 Telephone Box Upper Chute- The Clerk has written to BT about the usage and if the box is necessary.

BT will not divulge the usage of the box, but have agreed to send out an engineer and will carry out any necessary repairs.

4.3 Satellite Navigation Signs – The Clerk has written to Mark Stansby of Wiltshire Traffic Section and is awaiting a response.

4.4 Stile at Englemere House. – The Clerk has written to Esther Daly from Wiltshire Rights of Way section and she is investigating.

4.5 War Memorial – A second quotation from B Humphries Stone Masons at Hungerford has been received. This quote is for £2200, which is way in excess of the first quotation. The clerk explained that we are still awaiting a response from the War Memorial Trust regarding a grant.

5. FINANCE – TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE

 
5.1 Chute Village Hall Hiring February and March 9th 2012

5.2 Clerks Salary January – March 2012

5.3 Grant to Chute PCC 

Payment was proposed by Cllr Harker and seconded by Cllr Withers and agreed by all.

A request for £100 has been made by the PCC for upkeep of the Churchyard. It was agreed to pay £40 from this years Precept and to consider the additional amount in next years Precept, 

6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

6.1 E/2012/0169/FUL Single storey extension to the ancillary accommodation The Chantry 

Upper Chute.

It is understood that the applicant has been advised that the Parish Council objected to the original planning application, which is incorrect. Plans were then submitted for a single story extension, which were then amended.

The Clerk to investigate before any further action. 

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  DISCUSS AND IDENTIFY ANY DECISIONS TO BE SCHEDULED FOR NEXT MEETING.
Dog fowling on allotments has continued. Cllr Quirk to speak to local residents.

Wiltshire Council’s Voluntary and Community Sector Strategy – Agenda Item for next meeting.

Cllr Cherrington and Cllr Geraghty from Chute Forest Parish Council, Amanda Holdroyd from PCC and Peter Green representing Chute Club joined the meeting

8. THE QUEENS JUBILEE 

The Queens Jubilee celebrations will take place over the weekend commencing June 2nd 2012.

The proposal is for the various organisations and the two local pubs to work together to organise a fun Chute Weekend.

Proposals are as Follows:

Saturday June 2nd 4pm 

Children’s Tea Party on the Playing Field with a Bouncy Castle.

Marilyn Cripps has volunteered to organise the teas.

Louise Stormer to be involved and represent Mothers and Toddlers

Sunday June 3rd
Pram Race from the Hatchet to the Cross Keys

Possible buggy race from Hoptons Corner to Upper Chute

Scarecrow Competition

Monday June 4th
Barbeque, Bar, Band and Beacon on the Causeway from 6pm

Chute Club to run the bar and provide a band

Actions

Police to be made aware.

Insurance to be investigated


Full costings to be considered

No further points were raised and the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm

Carolyn Wall

Clerk to Chute Parish Council

March 9th 2012
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